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The building fills a gap in the medieval histonc urban fabric of Krakow. The gap results
from a demolition(in 1939) of a townhouse called “Pod LipkalUnder the Little Lime
Treel”, situated at the corner of Grodzka Street and Wszystkich Swietych Square. It is
an exceptionally exposed location right by the stretch of the "Royal Way™ between
the Main Market Square and the Rotal Castle of Wawel. Thus it is ar the very heart of
an urban layout that dates back to the city’s location in the mid - 13th century and it is
surrounded by historic monuments from all epochs. The spirit of Stanislaw
Wyspoanski soars above al these places : his stained glass and wall paintings are to be
found in the nearby Fransiscan church and in the Basolica of St. Mary. Therefore the
main design task was 1o define an appropriate composition of function and form and
to define the adequate level of reference to the historic surroundings.
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COMPLEX

Location Krakow, Poland
Site area 297m'

Total floor area Bdn'
Building scope 82/3F

Client
T ety of kraieny Soundation Wyspiandki 2000

Design period 2001 - 2004
Construction period 2006 - 2007
Completion 2007.6

Photos offer Ingsrden & Bwy Ardhitects
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There are two main functions of the building ; the disposal of information and the exhibition of stained glass - these
demanded spaces of separate types. Whereas stained glass should be exposed in a high, calm and dark space, the public
space for information and also prowide good visibility onto the Wszystiich Swietych Square and the nearby imposing
building of the Wielopolaki Palace(the Town Hall). We were supposed to find a solution for those contradicting guidalines
and therefore we chose an elevation of a mobile character : both transparent and closed. Margover, the elevation’s
material was intended to allow for a dialogue with the neighboring busldings - above all with the Gothic churches of the
Franciscan and Dominican Friars, both constructed of brick. The use of large planes of glass - which was our initial proposal
for the festival pavilion - néeded to be reconsidered. The means proposed for a ternporany building were no longer justified
for & permanent one. We wene of the opinion that nothing new or interesting can be said by means of a glass elevation in a
historical context. We had 1o search for @ more inspining and adequate malenal for an elevation. Bnck and limestone
became our choices because they were the construction materials of Mamwl castie and the Fothic churches. We focused
an brick - and a new design challenge arose. Traditional bricks were unable 10 meet the time. Bricks had to be transformed
and a new mode of connecting them had to be found. Therefore we designed special forms of bricks. ane with a trapegoidal
section. We created its prototype and tested it in the small brick manufacture "Ceramsus™ in Lower Siliesia,
The bricks changed their traditional horizontal layout into a vertical one, and were mounted in steel rods that ran through a
specially elongated opening in each and every brick. Thus a kind of external moveable curtain should be created, a kind of
louvers built of brick "beads”. Wi designed an external brick panel that can be opened and closed according to one’s neads
as the position of every brick might be individually regulated. Having such a system at our disposal and moreover having a
full range of colours typical for mediaeval beicks (from deep viclet to orange) we are able to build our structure from a
matenal that is bath characteristic and intelligible within the historical context.
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