e T R, U

S O— e s ¥ L ) e

;ﬁ
v

=

=& BT

e

'




—_——— %

F e - = 1 -

W 1

[}-
 — L1y | il py e =y

e RS e e

-\.ll'
I.'I

-—a

Y
wiapd do gueby ™ weice ghivent
(FrEgE pniEnce LN STanGE
=
| S —— | | = e
It Rl — T - — — "
| — Ii " . ] i | l» .-: |
| [E— y b — : i
I L ‘:* | e . g sala whalplurkoyjna i i-' | |
..... ! 1 — il “mdbfuncienal fall’ | |
= . "_J'" ' {
wm ..... . E""’I"ﬁ!
| .: !'.'.'""'.."' l I
e ilﬂ&g ,
| 1 ey -] ‘]'-.ﬁ-l | [
e || NS oy Lt 1| |
| S il COCOOC i I |
I : 2 L
| L |
i —— |
: [ ||
i | | "
.I_ opeod |
| garden | |
| }
| Ll Y LI S S - — ——
<

30

r2ul partena
! Mody iy

rul proyemia
eradargrormd Soor pdan

preirt| A-A
Soetnn A4

'=

§

| -
=
=
-
=
=
-
-
-
-
=
=
3 -—
=
=

e 1 L.

A —
—
=

] ==

r e

5 ]
]

a9 —

T e
==

il =
frp—
.

K ]
- —
! e
[ ]

To see and touch Poland

In ihe early nineties, the condition of the embassy
building in Tokyo became a hazard to the staff. The
damage suffered by buildings with reinforced-comcrete
struciures during the earthquake inn Kobe forced the rele.
van! authorities to realfse the inevitability of removation
The old struiciure of the embassy did not meet strieciural
standards, being 100 weak o sustain a major earti-
gatake arnd cracks actually appeared on some walls, ler-
ting water in. The cost of removation proved unfeasibly
figh, so that the old building had fo pe replaced. The
Polishe Mimistry of Foretan Affairs invited fhe largest
contractors in Japan to tender their offers to build the
new emhassy, while in Polamd architects with some Jap-
anese design experience were inviled 1o lake pari in
a competition. The preparation of the design reguired an
analysis of the lecal requiations and conditions.

Our team started work by ofwaining the maps and
Japanese catalogues through Japanese archilectural
practices (A, Tsozaks ¢ Associates, Hori Architecis). We
dathered data on the simlight standards and conditions,
and alse on fechnelogics for the construction of mechan-
feal car parks (Mitswbishi). Greal Iportanoe, ever ai
the competition masterplan stage. was also attached io
the preliminary consultations regarding the anti-seismic
structeral destgir, and thiz enabled ws to start our work
ort planning the funciional layout in full awareness of
these issues. The client selected our team's architectural
magterplan on the Polish side, and then in Japan,
a firm called Taiged was chosen for both comsiruction
and design work. The Taisel design praciice prepared the
comstruction design ared at that stage owr structural fay-
oul was only siightly modifted. Close cooperation be-
tween both praciices during work on the docrmenta-
tion, and ewr architectural supervision over the con-

Iruction process. made it possible to select finish
matertals of adeguate quality withou! exceeding the iim-
ei project budget. The embassy building, which is
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i .m': .:.-;:.: the cost of one square melre was kepl down o
rJn--.'.u'-' of reqular apartiment fouses.

The rather small plot held by the Poitsn Governnent
Wad o be developed in such a way as lo ensire fhal the
cize and shape of the new buildivg suited the scale of the
sireet on which it is located, creating as large an open
pichiic space as possible iv front af ie. The local planming
restrictions were very Iarsn: AT Retgit—12m,
padirmun ratio of interior space fe total plotl area—200
percent: mnaximin percentage of famd coverage: 60. Due
10 the small throughpe of the narrow road on which the
plot is located, the size of the car par was fimited 1o

wsgme. A mrechanical car park was the only solition
fhat worild accormriodale 16 cars on SHCR an Jréd.

The residential nature of the Megure-ku district had
fo be respected, and then the mew building requeired somte
official character. aitfough not estentatiously showing
demand for prestige. We proposed an open space in [ie
erttrance rome of the plot to afferd sonte breathing space
amidsl the cramped siviiciures along e sireel. A real
prizzie to be solved was the wide range of fictions that
frgid [ be placed wp fromt: three separaie enirance gaies
([0 e Conswiate, [he main enfrance, and access lo staf]
apartmenis); then the driveway at the main entrance,
tine gaie leading fo the undergronnd car park, and aiso
the garden; greemery and additional lighting far the fop-

er of the multifunctional auditorium. Our analysfs of

tite possible arangemenis of these functions made us
conchuede that the ondy bayost that would meet all the re-
quirenents was an L-shaped butiding opening onto the
south. The prestigiousirepresentative and public zone
was situated in the fromt, oval part of the 'L'. This oval
ouilding accommodaled the matn entrance, a réading
roant. a foyer and @ cloakrooms, as well as a spiral siair-
case leading wpwards to the ambassador's office and
dowswards to the fover of the multifunctional auditori-
um. The embassy functions were generally divided inlo
office and represemtative ones, and then into those that
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cant be situated above ground or under ground. Office
spaces were placed i the building based o an elorngai-
ed, slightly trapezoid plan, sitiated in the rear pari of
the piot, The top stovey of this part contains staff apart-
ments and guest roomes, with easy access o the roof ter-
race, partly covered with greenery, affording them the
perly opporteatity Cwilhin the plod) for some recreation
in the opent air and for admiring the panorama of Te-
ko, The undergrovnd part comtains the mechamical car
parrke aeed the muftifunctional auditerium with about
[ 20 geats plus a_foyer which can be opered up by shifi-
ing the acovustically-insulated partiiton walls; the space
of the fover is comiivued by thar of the garden designed
in a slightly lowered part of the plot. The nudiifunction-
ai awditorium has a conference awdio-visual system, a
movable stage, a fully-Redged stage-Tighting systent and
adegreate acouwstics, all of which faciiitate the organisa-
tian: of comferemces, concerts, bangueeds, film shows, pro-
motional evenls, efc, Le, a diverse presentalion of Polish
economy and crilfure.

Showld a diplomatic puipost—astde from ils official
public and represemtative furctions—also represent Po-
fand by showing an affinity fo Polish architectural tra-
ditfon? If so. whar iz the 'Polishness’ of archritecture that
could be leqibly conveyed in Japan? “The question s mof
rew, bul it re-eimerges with every new project, affording
the architect et another opportunity te find an answer.
Poland is focated on the outskiris of the sphere of classi-
cal architecture, ye! the Polish molifs of the Gothic, Ren-
aigsance or Baroque siyles are loo weak in terms of éx-
pression to enable someone—by showing some affinity
to them—io create @ building that would be clearly
Polish in its character. A definitely Polish type of build-
ing is e.q. the landed gentry's manor house, or rural
frouses built in reqtonal stvles. Bui this type of architec-
tuere is not feasible in the centre of Tokyo, o a smiall plot
of 10a, without! a proper drivewiy. @ park or any sur-

rownding space. And then these are not public types of

tuildings anyway, so i is not among Lhese that 1he

architect shoukd fook for the right answers. Having failed
to fird an adequate model of reference, 1 decided to forege
any fcomic presentation of affirity with Polish architec-
frere, Bt T did deemt § Ernportan e preseni the conmection
Betweens the mew architectire arsd Polish iradition.

And, although the desigr refects foonic represeniation,
it does use an indirect affinity with Polish tradition
throeegh signs ai the ‘index” ievel fin Ch. 5. Peirce's ter-
minolegy). The idea was (o make e bularmg convey
all manner of sersial information that can be encoun-
fered it Podish archilecinre throngh experience based on
forich and perception of coforr. The Wawe! Royal Casile
in Krakow was used as the symbolic point of reference

for Polish architeciure, in terms of the selection of finish

materials. As a sort of homage to the castle, materials
such as sandstome amd creeper-covered brick were nsed.
The cofosirs of the fintsh work are based arownd the nat-
wral celour of brick fa material that is nat used in Ja-
pan traditionafly), light sandstone, oakwood in the spi-
ral stairs in the erpfrance hall, raw comerete amd Black
and dack shale in the stome floor.

The design also includes a rewote mietaphtor in the
form of @ brick building sinuated in the front part of the
plot. Its oval farme with a large openting of the fromt win-
dow and entrance, along with the drawbridge-siaped
glass roof above e enlrasce, can be treated as a remnole
rerriniscence of the Ristorical barbican—a muldimg Sl
freviles youl 1o ertter the fowss with its wide-open gate and
drawbridge.

The combination of cortemporary simple and legible
forms with traditional rraterials is imtended as a symbol
of today’s Poland—a country in reconstruction—as well
as a means of conveying to the Japanese guests of the
eptbassy the most immediate sensual information on
the Pelish tradition of construction wiich they are
Bownd 1o encounter when visiting the former Polisi rop-
al capifal.
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